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• Abstract: Children from excluded rural communities in Slovakia are at
permanent risk of low school achievement which is often related to social,
language and digital exclusion. A closed circle of social exclusion and childhood
poverty usually leads to school attrition, adult exclusion, and unemployment.
One way how to break this circle is helping these children to succeed at school
from pre-primary and primary education. As far as the language of instruction
(Slovak language) is often not their first language, these children fail to fulfill
school requirements very early. To develop their narrative competence in the
Slovak language we adopted a set of materials for the teaching of Slovak as a
second language (Hocus & Lotus narrative format programme, Taeschner,
2005). We prepared for teachers and children printed books and handouts as
well as digital materials like audiobooks, videos, web-based colour books and
handouts usable with an interactive board. These materials were available via
the project website and can help children to develop both language and digital
competences which may bridge the school achievement gap in later education.
An experimental project was designed to verify the programme in 10 classes of
children from 6 to 10 years of age (N = 104). The teachers were asked to
evaluate the outcomes of using the digital materials in narrative format
education and the further needs were analyzed. Based on these results further
recommendations for socially disadvantaged children are discussed.
• This study is a part of the project KEGA 060UK-4/2017 Supporting narrative
competence in the Slovak language for children from marginalized language
environment – a set of teaching materials and of the project VEGA 1/0409/17
Teachers' personality and professional vision related to the dealing with
challenging situations in the classroom during the transition into service.

Children from excluded rural
communities
- Only 34 % Roma children
attended preprimary
education in Slovakia
- Early school leaving (58 %)
(FRA MIDIS II, 2016)
- Roma children and parents
communicate usually in Roma
dialects
- Roma children have problems
with Slovak language in
schools and therefore also
with education

Digital Technology and Education
- Modern digital technology (tablets, smartphones,
PC) can foster motivation and interest in learning
among children from low socioeconomic background
- Mitras experiments „Hole in the wall“ (2005)
suggested:
-

1) computer literacy,
2) sociall cooperation to obtain help
3) improvement of intellectual maturity
4) academic performance in English and Mathematics

PROJECT „WE LEARN TOGETHER“

Project „We learn together“
to develop narrative competences among
children from excluded rural communities
Narrative format model (Taechner, 2005)
We created web-site and teachers can
download the materials for children, or work
online using the interactive whiteboard

Web-site for teachers
Contains 10 pictograms representing 10 stories

Each story has section: Materials for children (books),
Digital content for children, Materials for teachers

https://www.havava.eu/1052?t=Slovencina-pre-deti---ucitelska-cast

Web-site for teachers

https://www.havava.eu/1053?t=1.-Dinokrok-Hokus (password protected)

TEACHERS' EVALUATION OF THE
PROJECT
• Project started in 2017
• Create effective materials for teachers and
children to develop children's narrative
competences
• We interviewed 10 primary teachers involved
in the project on phone

TEACHERS' EVALUATION OF THE
PROJECT
Category

Questions

Technology facilities at
the school

 What are their opportunities for
work with digital technology in the
classroom?
 How do they use digital technology
in the classroom?
 Do they spot if Roma children or
their older siblings and parents
have smartphones, tablets or
personal computers?

Usage of narrative
format digital content

Extensions of the discussion






 Do they use the narrative format of 
digital content?







Opinions, attitudes,
and emotions

 What is their opinion on digital
technology?


How often do they join digital education?
What applications do they use?
In which subjects do they use
technology?
How do children react when teachers use
technology in the classroom?
Do children have smartphones? How do
they use them? Do they have an internet
connection?

Which story do they teach?
How do children work?
Do they use the website for the
preparation of the lesson?
Do they use the website in the
classroom?
Which sections of the website do they
use?
How do children react?

 What do they think about using
smartphones among children?


RESULTS

Potential, benefits and barriers of digital content usage at school...

PARTICIPANTS OF THE FIRST TRAINING

Using Digital
content

Using books
and CD

Using books and CD
• Teachers prefer printed books
• They focus more on the building of relationship
• „We use the materials we got. We have one CD player
and interactive board only in one classroom“
• “At first we trained the dramatization, movement, and
gestures, so they could retell the story, we played with
letters, read the books and now, when they got the
songs and cartoons, they enjoy it very much and return
back to old stories. I think this is the right way because
now they perceive the stories in a different way and it is
easier to work with them.”

Using Digital content
• Is used as additional way for teaching
• Teachers preferer audio and video (songs and cartoons)
• Some of them appreciate listening the stories as a
relaxing activity
• Active materials were used only by 2 teachers
• On-line books were used only by 1 teacher
• the level of narrative competences of children
determines the possibilities of using DC
• depends mainly on the possibility of using
technological equipment and the teacher's skills

Benefits of digital content
Interactive and
connected* learning

-

Children have fun when learning.
They do the activities together.

Personalised learning*

-

They can use the materials any time they need
(during the lessons, breaks, even without a
teacher's presence)

Variability and flexibility

-

Teachers and children are allowed to choose a
different type of content (soundtrack, training
videos, online books, printed materials,
cartoons)
The teacher can modify the lesson according to
the actual pupils' preference.

Simple operation

-

Teachers appreciate easy navigation and
operation with the materials.

CONCLUSION
Connection of dramatization and digital content in
this project is perceived positively by both teachers
and pupils.
A school is an institution where children can learn
how to use digital technology effectively.
The development of communication, cognitive,
social and digital competences may contribute to
the improvement of the living conditions of people
from excluded rural communities and to their
inclusion into society.
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